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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the Request for Continued 
Examination filed on January 27th, 2009. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1/27/2009 has been entered. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-3, 5-7, and 9-14 are pending, of wliicli claims 1,9, 10, and 14 are in 
independent form. 
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Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5-7 and 
9-14 have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9, 10, and 12-14 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hoshino et al . US Patent 
No. 6,761,635 B2 (hereinafter Hoshino). 

Referring to claim 1, Hoshino discloses, a relay unit incorporated in a gaming 

system (game console 1 , Fig. 1) and connecting one or a plurality of manipulation 
terminals or external storage units to an entertainment apparatus (controller 20 and 
remote 40, Fig. 1 ) having at least a first mode and a second mode as operation modes 
(the console operates games from CDs and DVDs in addition to playing movies from 
optical disks, column 4, lines 8-14); 
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wherein the entertainment apparatus reads information from a recording medium, 
determines an operation mode based on the read information, generates an operation 
mode selection signal in accordance with the determined operation mode, and outputs 
the generated operation mode selection signal to the relay unit (when the optical disk in 
is detected as being a DVD game, the system enters controller emulation mode, column 
12, lines 20-25); 

the relay unit includes: a first relay processing unit; a second relay processing 
unit (the game system is operable to run games from both CDROM format disks and 
DVDROM format disks, column 4, lines 8-12); and 

a control signal generator (lOP 120, Fig. 7); 

the first relay processing unit carries out relay processing for the first mode 
between the entertainment apparatus and the one or the plurality of manipulation 
terminals or the external storage units (when a DVD video game is inserted the device 
operates runs the game and takes input for the video game from the controller 20 and 
an the remote 40, column 12, lines 19-25); 

the second relay processing unit carries out relay processing for the second 
mode between the entertainment apparatus and the one or the plurality of manipulation 
terminals or the external storage units (it is seen as inherent that when a CDROM video 
game is inserted into the console, the CDROM processing would be activated to receive 
input from the controller 20 and the remote 40, column 12, lines 19-25); 
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the control signal generator operates one of the first and second relay units to 
carry out the relay processing based on the received selection signal (The lOP reads 
out the Device IDs to the operate the device, column 1 1 , lines 8-15); and 

said the relay unit having a connector detachably connecting the entertainment 
apparatus and the relay unit and (controller 20, Fig.1) wherein said the first and second 
modes are different gaming protocols (CDROM video games and DVDROM video 
games, column 4, lines 8-15). 

As per claim 2, Hoshino discloses, in at least either the case of changing from 
the first mode to the second mode or changing from the second mode to the first mode, 
a period in which neither relay processing for the first mode nor relay processing for the 
second mode is carried out for mode switching is provided (It is seen as inherent then 
when the drive tray of the console is empty, i.e. when one disk has been removed and 
another has yet to be inserted, the processing modules linked to the lOP would not be 
processing. Fig. 7). 

As per claim 3, Hoshino discloses, the duration of the period in which neither 
relay processing for the first mode nor relay processing for the second mode is carried 
out is defined according to a communication procedure with the entertainment 
apparatus (The lOP determines what processing occurs when it transmits the 
operational mode identifier. Fig. 9). 
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As per claim 5, Hoshino discloses, the control signal generator is configured to 
generate a first control signal to operate the first relay processing unit and a second 
control signal to operate the second relay processing unit in conformity with the 
selection signal (The lOP determines what processing occurs when it transmits the 
operational mode identifier, Fig. 9). 

As per claim 6, Hoshino discloses, the control signal generator comprises a 
pulse generator configured to generate pulses of a predetermined width when changing 
from the first mode to the second mode, or from the second mode to the first mode (the 
microcomputer 34 generates pulse information for digital control signals, column 12, 
lines 52-58). 

As per claim 7, Hoshino discloses, the second mode is a compatible mode for 
insuring compatibility with other entertainment apparatuses of other models (this is seen 
as inherent as CDROM type games are a legacy format as compared to DVD ROM type 
games, column 4, lines 8-12). 

Referring to claim 9, corresponding limitations as found in 
claim 1 are recited. Therefore the rejection of claim 1 applies 
to claim 9. 
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Referring to claim 10, corresponding limitations as found 
in claim 1 are recited. Therefore the rejection of claim 1 
applies to claim 10. 

As per claim 12 as dependent upon each of claims 10 and 11, 

corresponding limitations as found in claim 2 are recited. 
Therefore the rejection of claim 2 applies to claim 12. 

As per claim 13, corresponding limitations as in claim 3 
are recited. Therefore the rejection of claim 3 applies to claim 
13. 

Referring to claim 14, corresponding limitations as found 
in claim 8 are recited. Therefore the rejection of claim 8 
applies to claim 14. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
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the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Hoshino. 

As per claim 11, it is noted tliat Hosliino does not appear to explicitly disclose, 
the step of determining includes setting operation mode to the first mode when the 
recording medium is removed, and generating a selection signal corresponding to the 
first mode. 

However, one of ordinary skill in the art, would recognize that as DVD video 
games are the more modern format and the so called normal operation mode of the 
instant invention, it would be obvious to default the selection of DVD processing. 

Further, when the system Is powered on, there would generally be a default state when 
which would generally be the primary media format, DVD, as apposed to the legacy 
format, CD. 

The motivation for doing so would have been that by maintaining a default state 
that selects the DVD processing state, the system would save switching time. A default 

state choosing the DVD as the default would be obvious to a designer since It Is the 
modern format and therefore the expected input into the system. The CD support Is the 
legacy format. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUSHAR S. 
SHAH whose telephone number is (571)270-1970. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor. Dr. Henry Tsai can be 
reached on 571-272-4176. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/T. S. S./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2184 



/Henry W.H. Tsai/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2184 



